Making Inexpensive Coal Loads for Hopper Cars

Following was an after meeting clinic on making inexpensive loads for hopper cars. The tools and materials were pretty straight forward. The those used were a 12’ combination square, single edged razor blade, small hobby saw and paint brush. Materials used were pink ½ inch Styrofoam insulation board, black latex paint and a package of a product called Perfect Coal, which can be purchased from Mountain Modelcraft Products. 

One supplier is: 

Conrad Specialty Mfg.

P.O. Box 1452

Wausau, WI 54402-1452

Phone 715-845-7545

I’m sure that there are plenty of other sources.

After cutting and sizing the rectangular piece of Styrofoam for the hopper body, Steve cut off and shaped the top edge of the intended load. Note: Since there are various manufacturers of hoppers like Gilbert, S-Helper, DesPlaines Hobbies, etc., etc., the top opening of the cars may vary and may have to be trimmed to different lengths and widths accordingly. After a desired shape was achieved the Styrofoam was placed on a piece of newspaper and painted with a heavy coat of black paint. Immediately after painting the coal was simply poured over the wet surface overflowing onto the newspaper. After allowing drying over a period of time, Steve simply lifted the load off of the paper and gently tapped it to remove any excess loose particles. He poured the remnants of the unused coal back into a container for future use. No glue was used with this process. 

Remember the shaping of the load is not critical no two loads are alike in real life. Regarding the time required to make just one load, the entire process takes less than ten minutes (not included is the drying time). There is enough material in one bag of Perfect Coal to create over a dozen loads.

The loads really turned out looking great. Using this method results in very light weight loads. Whether you are a Hi-Railer or scale enthusiast these loads definitely fit the bill and will be a great addition to your trains. For you Flyer collectors, the loads will just pop in or out of you precious cars with no ill effects. (That is, of course, if you are smart enough to let the loads fully dry.)
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