Easy Ground Covering

In past few weeks I have been updated my traveling layout. Everything needs a little repair once and a while. After revising some areas it meant that resodding was required. I’m sure that everyone has their own method of putting scenery down. I was using Woodland Scenics, fine turf, green grass, T45. On the back of every bag there are instructions. When all else fails, read the instructions. However I have my own method.

First of all I mix Elmer’s white glue and water in an old jar. It is probably about a 50/50 mix or perhaps a bit thicker on the glue side. I kind of play with the mixture in order to get the consistency around how I want it. It varies but is not that critical. I paint the mixture onto the surface area that I am putting the new grass. In my case I had to fill in some low spots and grassed over the existing areas in order that the color would match.

So here we go. Cut open a corner of the scenery bag creating only about a 3/16th to a ¼ inch opening. Then spread open that corner and the rest of the empty portion of the bag to create an air pocket inside the bag. Lightly holding the bag, softly squeeze the bag. The air kind of lightly “puffs” the material out. You can do this over an area and keep repeating the process. This method puts a fine coating over the glue. You really don’t have to worry if some areas ended up with more material than you wanted since you will be picking it up shortly.

In about two or three minutes or more, depending on the glue mixture, I vacuum up the material. The time frame is not that critical. The material is light, but it easily sticks to the glue. I use my smaller shop-vac, the type with about a 1-1/4 inch attachment opening. 

Important.

First of all I take a small piece of material to cover the vacuum hose end before I put the nozzle attachment on. (Worn out tee-shirt material works great for me.) This saves a lot of the material for reuse. After a small area has been vacuumed, I remove the nozzle and tap the picked up ground foam onto a sheet of paper wiping off the cloth and then just putting it on again. You can use the same piece of cloth for a long time. This is repeated until I’m finished. You can cut the other side of the bag large enough to pour the vacuumed material back into the bag. I roll up this end of the bag and use a paper clip to keep it closed during additional applications of the ground foam. 

I repeat the vacuuming procedure the next day after the glue is completely dried to pick up any additional material that did not stick to the glue. 

By using this method I have ended up with relatively even coverage and keep recycling the material. It is extremely surprising just how far one of those small bags of scenery material will cover using this vacuuming system. The bottom line is reducing the cost significantly and still having very good results.

I’ve tried the spray bottle method in the past and never got the mixture just right. The clogging of the bottle was a pain. Occasionally I would get drips, runs and ended up swearing a lot. I’m not saying that there are not better techniques than the one that I use. All I know is that I have screwed up other methods and have had my best success with the “gluing down scenery for dummies” method. I have used this process for all kinds of model railroading materials, not just grass.

I’m sure that someone will tell me that they have been using this method for years. After mentioning this to other members I got another suggestion. The use of nylon stocking material can also be used for the vacuum filter nozzle. This however will require you asking your wife for a pair of her panty hose. That in turn will lead to the usual interrogations of what do you want it for. Of course if they are your own panty hose, BSG will follow the federal policy of “Don’t ask, don’t tell.

There is a ton of information that is in the heads of our members. I was told of another process for applying ground foam. This amounted to using a small jar, a baby food jar was suggested and putting a couple holes into the lid. You then insert two small tubes in the lid. Pour the ground foam in the jar and tighten the lid. By slightly blowing on one of the tubes the ground foam will exit in a fine spray over the area that you want to cover. One word of caution, heed the advice of one of our past presidents and don’t inhale. For some strange reason this method and paraphernalia sounds like something that was left over from the sixties. This is also not a suggested method if you are prone to drooling. Furthermore after a few beers the method gets riskier and your layout may smell like a brewery.
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