House on the hill

Introduction
I needed a railroad worker’s house near the tracks on a hill for my home layout.  I found a construction article in model railroad structure book I checked out of the library and used the article for the basis of my own little House on the hill.  I felt this was a good scratchbuilding project to add a needed structure to my own home layout.   I made some minor modifications to suit my own tastes and to suit typical prototypical construction practices, even though they may not necessarily adhere to any local codes.

Construction
The noted construction article was followed very closely with some minor exceptions.  I changed some items to suit my own personal tastes.  All of the wood was sanded and stained prior to assembly.  Yellow carpenters glue was used throughout.  The roof of the structure is made from stiff card stock and overlaid with tissue paper that had been stained and painted to an appropriate texture and color of aged roofing paper.  The article call for scribing and folding cardstock to form the structure, but I chose to use clapboard siding reinforced by 1/8” square stripwood.  Since I lighted the structure, I put in view blocks in the interior to simulate interior walls and I also added shades to further the “lived in” appearance.  I also built the porch and porch roof using stripwood and card stock as needed.  The porch floor was built using individual pieces to give a more prototypical appearance.  For the 5 windows, front door, and chimney, I used Grandt Line parts.  I used a left over piece of Central Valley stairway from another project that fit perfectly for the stairs.  All other items were scratchbuilt, including the hinges and hasp for the crawlspace access door.

Detail
The roofs on the house and porch both have the eastern style fascia boards on the gable ends to allow rainwater to shed easily.  I added shades to all windows, one of them being fully down.  I made the hinges and hasp for the crawlspace access door from styrene and wire.  The crawlspace enclosure was made from stripwood that I cut and stained myself from very thin wood and individual boards were glued to give a very prototypical appearance.  I added some additional horizontal braces to the porch railings for added detail.  The Central Valley stairway piece was modified to fit properly for the house.  I also provided the structure with a floor since I was lighting the interior.  The landscaped Styrofoam piece is provided strictly as a base to hold up the structure and is not intended as a diorama.  The structure can only hold itself up on a hill.

Conformity
This is a typical “company” house located near the tracks for railroad workers to use for layovers and other temporary quarters.  While this may not necessarily be the intent of the original article, this is a normal and typical use of a structure of this type located near tracks.  Please see the attached article for additional references.

Finish
I used a combination of thinned craft paints, browns and grays for the roof.  I also added a very thin, light wash of alcohol and India Ink solutions.  I used primed the siding with gray primer first and let it dry thoroughly.  I then painted a light coat of boxcar red and when dry, sanded some areas to show the primer through to provide the appearance of a house that needs painting.  The corner trim, windows and front door received a light coat of Polyscale Building Brown.  All remaining wood and stripwood received a stain of Alcohol and India Ink to provide a lightly weathered appearance.  The intent was not to make the house dilapidated, but to give it a slightly worn used look.  The crawlspace skirting received a dark stain on the area where it meets the ground to show that dirt, mildew, and moisture is attacking the wood.

Scratch Building

The entire structure is scratch built with the exception of the Grandt Line windows, front door, chimney and Central Valley piece of stairway.  I made much of the stripwood myself when I found no suitable commercial sizes available. 
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