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By Fred M. Springer (12282)

The Al amogordo and Sacramento Mountain Rail
Mar ch 28, 1898 wunder the | aws of the Terri-t

ate a railroad from a point on the EI Paso
mogor do, New Mexico into the timber region:¢
tance of about 75
miles. The road, as
actually built, ran from
Al amogordo Juncti on
via Cloudcroft to Rus-
si a, New Mexi co, a
di stance of 31.07
miles. The first section
of 20.6 miles to To-
baggan was built in
1898 andl1899. The
- next 7.4 miles to Cox
tI'H'SY'\V"!fI'n Canon by way of
YZEJZNRZAS Cloudcroft was com-
{+HOFNIYSYl2 pleted. in 190C¢
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e of the most spectacul ar rail
n

o Russia was on

v2yuk l'y noted as one of the steepest and crooke

t-3S ny ard gauge side rod type steam | ocomotives.
mogordo to 8600 feet at Cloudcroft and 907¢
ous c¢climb, grades in excess of five per cel
sharp as 30 degrees. At one point, Toboggarl
necessary in order for the |line to climb ol
cliffs. An engineer, Mr . Sumner, | oaned by
designer for this modunt avans choen swthrou crteicoonm meennc
switchback. I't is recalled that a switchba:
Northeastern |ine to Capitan.



